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Since I feared that continued exposition of my view concerning the
forum would disturb both their beliefs and actions I voluntarily
restrained myself.
The second general elections were about to take place. Earlier,
the reorganization of states on a linguistic basis had taken place and
Madras province had undergone a fourfold division. The Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam made its debut in the election on its own, not
associating with any all-India political party. It did receive the co-
operation of a few purely regional parties that had been established
on a caste basis.
Only those who, from the very start, had been captivated by the
DMK and had become the victims of its "culture," associated
themselves with its efforts. They believed that such association could
lead to some personal gain.
In the anti-Congress front the Communists were in front both in
terms of political quality and of capability to challenge the Congress
on a countrywide basis. However, after the election, notwithstanding
what happened in other states, it was the DMK that succeeded in
supplanting the Communists in Tamil Nadu. From 18 members in the
old legislature, Communist strength was reduced to a mere four. Fif-
teen DMK men entered the legislature for the first time. They became
the largest single opposition group in the legislature. Their advent in
the legislature did not result in any diminution of the strength of the
Congress Party. But in the anti-Congress front the political infant
known as the DMK had succeeded in seizing a big place. Certainly,
Congressmen were not responsible for the development. Well, I
thought they were not responsible for it; I did not think that they
were not the cause.
During the election I had to face a new, personal problem. I was
then 23-years-old and I was eligible to exercise my franchise. I had a
vote in my hand. I would, of course, have liked to vote for a candidate
of the Communist Party. But no Communist contested the election
in my constituency. The contest was between the Congress and the
DMK. The Communist Party had issued no clear directive on how
one should vote in such a situation. The party did extend its support
to independent candidates in certain constituencies. That was not at
all acceptable to me.
My thoughts ran on altogether different lines. I felt that since the
Indian electoral system did not provide an opportunity to make my
vote count in exactly the manner I desired, I had to assume responsi-